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I am asking Ambassador Merchant to deliver ‘to you the. text of ae. - 
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public statement I intend to make today at 1900 hours washington tine 
1ι its occasioned by the fact that we are nose} in rthe posses Mee is 
clear evidence which Ambassador Merchant will explein to yous 
Soviets have secretly installed offensive nuclear weapons in Cuba, 
and that some of them may already. be operational, ὃς os. = : 

As you wili see from sy apeech, I: consider thatthe situation calls 
for the immediate: execution of. certain. ‘quarantine @ensures whose object 
is to prevent .the- introduction: into Caba ‘of. further nuclear veapons, and 


to lead- toy the: elimination of the afasiies thet ‘are already in places 
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exorescin: the hope thet we can resume the path of peacefui regotiction. 


1 ex also requesting an urgent meeting of the United Nations Security 


Counc:l, 1 have asked Ambassacor Stevenson to present on behalf of the’ United 
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Stcces ὦ reeolution calling for the withdrawal of missile bases. end othdoffensive 
wecpous in Cube under the supervision of United Kations observers. This woulc 
mee it possible for ithe United States fo life tts quararttine. -Ihope that νου 
will instruct your representativa in Mew -¥ark::'to work actively with tis and 
Shuai. Lortarignhtly in support of the above. propram in the United HNetions. 
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expressing the hope that we can resume the path of peaceful negotiation. 

I am also requesting an urgent meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council. I have asked Ambassador Stevenson to present on behalf of the 
United States a resolution calling for the withdrawal of missile bases and 
other offensive weapons in Cuba under the supervision of United Nations 
observers. This would make it possible for the United States to lift its 
quarantine. I hope that you will instruct your representative in New York 
to work actively with us and speak forthrightly in support fo the above 
program in the United Nations. 

It 1s most important that we should all keep in close touch with each 
other, and I will do all I can to keep you fully informed of developments 


as I see them. 


John F. Kennedy 


